
 

CONCORD ROAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Ardsley Union Free School District 
2 Concord Road  
Ardsley, New York  10502 
Ph:  914-231-0800  -  Fx: 914-231-0877 

 
Melissa Szymanski, Principal     Jennifer Darling, Assistant Principal 
Mszymanski@ardsleyschools.org          JDarling@ardsleyschools.org 

 

“At Concord Road Elementary School, we believe in fostering a respectful environment that 
nurtures creativity, encourages perseverance and inspires motivation to learn.” 

 

August 21, 2017 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to the 2017-18 school year! The start of each year is an especially exciting time that brings opportunities for 
reuniting with familiar faces, building new relationships, establishing comforting routines and welcoming academic 
adventures. Concord Road School is a very special place; a learning family for our caring educators and professionals, 
dedicated parents and incredible students.  Our assistant principal, Jennifer Darling, and I are committed to leading the 
continued growth of our unique community of learners and achieving success for all students.  In partnership, we will 
continue to build upon our strong foundation and grow our school mission of “fostering a respectful environment that 
nurtures creativity, encourages perseverance and inspires motivation to learn.”   

Over the course of the school year, we look forward to deepening professional work around key areas of focus.  In the area 
of literacy, we will continue to strengthen our reading program and literacy support services. Thanks to a grant from the 
AEF, we have been able to enhance our guided reading libraries in kindergarten and 1st grade. This will support us greatly 
to engage our children in targeted small group instruction within classrooms.  Also thanks to the AEF, our 3rd grade 
classrooms will be equipped with Chromebooks for students to work with as they research, write and develop their 
technology literacy.  In mathematics, we will continue to strengthen our program by deepening expertise with 
the Investigations Realize platform and the implementation of articulated assessments that will inform instruction. To 
further invite creativity, innovation and passionate learners, we are delighted that our STEM offerings will evolve to 
include a STEM class for students in first through fourth grade where students will engage in the Project Lead the Way 
coding curriculum.  Our library will continue to grow as our library media center; a hub for inquiry, research and digital 
media integration. 

Throughout the school year, we encourage you to remain closely connected to us.  Our “Tea and a Topic” events are 
designed for you as participatory workshops focused on areas of academic interest. Our “Coffee and a Conversation” 
forums are an avenue for informal conversation about school-based happenings and student learning. The many noteworthy 
PTA events over the course of the year invite the shared enjoyment of experiences that are distinctive to Concord Road and 
serve to strengthen appreciation for our wonderful community.  We welcome your feedback and questions and look 
forward to maintaining consistently open lines of communication.   

With placement letters scheduled to go out later this week and our first day of school just around the corner, it is officially 
time to finalize school supply shopping and ready student backpacks. Please remember that our morning arrival window is 
from 8:35 - 8:50.  Kindergarten and 1st grade students arriving by car should exit their vehicles and enter the building 
through the primary entrance. 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders arriving by car should enter through the clock entrance door.  Staff 
will be on hand to guide and assist students.  We look forward to welcoming students on September 5th. On behalf of the 
faculty at Concord Road Elementary School, I am delighted to welcome you to a wonderful year ahead! 

  

In partnership, 

Melissa Szymanski 
Principal 


